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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 6, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——————

CONGRATULATING CONSUMERS
ENERGY COMPANY ON ITS 125TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, it’s
my great honor to recognize and con-
gratulate Consumers Energy Company
on its 125th anniversary. On this day
125 years ago, Consumers Energy
founders William A. Foote and Samuel
Jarvis secured a street lighting fran-
chise agreement with the city of Jack-
son, Michigan. What began as the illu-
mination of a dozen streetlights has

endured 125 years of change, growth,
and service. Today, Consumers Energy
delivers electricity and natural gas to
6.8 million of Michigan’s 10 million
residents in all 68 counties of the
State’s Lower Peninsula.

For the past 125 years, Consumer En-
ergy has operated under the timeless
principle: provide customers with safe,
reliable, and affordable energy service.
This principle has played an integral
role of improving the quality of life for
generations of Michigan residents. It
also has been responsible for the
growth of businesses and industries
which provide jobs for millions of the
State’s residents.

Since its beginning in 1886, the goal
of Consumers Energy was to deliver
power to homes and businesses in cit-
ies, towns, villages and even the most
rural areas. In 1927, the company in-
stalled Michigan’s first rural power
line, the 7-mile Mason-Dansville line,
thereby bringing power to rural farms
for the first time.

Today, Consumers Energy continues
a proud tradition as an industry and
community leader. In celebration of its
milestone anniversary, the company
will award $125,000 each to 10 commu-
nities for a total of $1.25 million for
programs and services that will
strengthen those communities and
touch the lives of thousands of our citi-
Zens.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing Consumers
Energy’s 125th anniversary and wishing
them continued growth and success in
the future.

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FOR
SCHOOL CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
there was a tough article in the Sun-

day, December 4, New York Times enti-
tled, ‘“How the Food Industry Eats
Your Kids’ Lunch.” This has serious
consequences for the 32 million chil-
dren who rely on school lunches, and
often the breakfast program as well.
Unfortunately, when one-third of our
children of school age, 6 to 19, are over-
weight or obese, this matters.

There’s no denying that the institu-
tional and political forces combine to
favor giving our kids unhealthy food. It
doesn’t just shortchange the children
and their families with huge medical
costs in the future from obesity, from
diabetes and other problems. It also
poses problems for local farmers and
the local economy.

The good news is that we know how
to fix this. Without help from the Fed-
eral Government—or despite the Fed-
eral Government—there are areas
where the local governments are lead-
ing. In 2001, there were only six pro-
grams that were farm-to-school, pro-
viding healthy produce and fruit that
found its way into the schools. There
are now more than 2,300 programs in-
volving more than 10,000 schools across
the country.

On this House floor, I have referenced
a pilot project that I think is a model
in Abernathy School in Portland, Or-
egon, which I am privileged to rep-
resent, but there are dozens more in
my community. There are 160 edible
gardens around Oregon. California led
the way with special payments that are
made to local school districts to pro-
vide opportunities to purchase local
fruits and vegetables. It’s been followed
by similar programs in D.C. and Maine.

Now, this doesn’t just deal with the
health of kids. It also deals with the
health of local economies. When you
are able to buy fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles locally and put them into the
schools, it has a significant multiplier
effect. Each dollar there actually has
more economic impact than a dollar
spent on infrastructure or a dollar that
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would be spent on food stamps. It’s one
of the most valuable economic impact
generators, almost $2 of economic im-
pact for each dollar invested, according
to a study from Ecotrust.

Let’s accept the challenge to try to
help improve this process. There are
some additional steps that can be
taken locally—don’t build or remodel
schools that don’t have Kkitchens. It’s
simple, but it’s more cost effective to
do it when you’re constructing or re-
modeling than to have to come back
later.

Let’s hold Members of Congress ac-
countable. Last month, we once again
on the floor of the House reaffirmed
the fact that pizza dough with a little
bit of tomato sauce is a vegetable.
Maybe people in the course of this next
year, when politicians are going to be
out campaigning, may be able to pin
them down on whether or not they be-
lieve pizza is a vegetable and whether
they will act to override that outrage.

It’s also important to expand the
USDA pilot project that’s going to be
starting next month in Florida and
Michigan. Let’s see if we can give other
States the opportunity for cash instead
of commodities, to be able to purchase
these local products. This will give op-
portunities for our school districts to
strengthen the local partnerships; to be
able to give kids healthy food; to be
able to model behaviors that are im-
portant; and, most important, for the
Federal Government to realign its in-
terests away from large agribusiness
and in favor of the health of our chil-
dren.

Now, in the midst of the rubble of the
so-called supercommittee, there was
some good that came out of it. One
good element was that there was not a
secret sort of farm bill that was embed-
ded that would have denied us the op-
portunity this year to reform farm leg-
islation, because one of the simplest
things we can do is to move payments
from large agribusiness, put it in the
hands of local schools, and local farm-
ers to be able to improve the health of
our children and our local economy.

———

CHRISTMAS AND THE EMPTY
CHAIR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Thanksgiving is over and Christmas is
just around the corner. All throughout
America, families will gather to cele-
brate the traditions and festivities, and
be together and celebrate faith. But
there are some American families that
won’t have their entire family with
them this year. There will be an empty
chair at their table. That’s because
their loved ones serve in the U.S. mili-
tary in lands throughout the world.

War at Christmas is not new, and this
year will be no exception for many of
our warriors that are still on call, still
on duty serving America. But there is
a way to connect with our troops
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throughout the world, and it’s a project
that we are involved in in southeast
Texas through the Red Cross and Oper-
ation Interdependence.
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And here’s how it works. It’s a way of
having young school-age children con-
nect with troops not only in our war
zone, but other places in the world
where our troops are serving America.

It started several years ago when I
had the opportunity to go see our
troops in the Middle East about this
time of the year. Before I left, my staff
came up with the idea that maybe I
should take some Christmas cards and
holiday cards to our troops that were
serving overseas. And so they did all
the work and they were able to get
schoolteachers to get their kids to vol-
unteer to make handmade Christmas
cards. I took about 6,000 of those hand-
made cards by third-, fourth-, and fifth-
graders overseas.

On my way back from the Middle
East, I stopped off at the Landstuhl
military base. That’s the place in Ger-
many where our wounded warriors are
taken before they’re brought back to
the United States. I distributed those
cards not only in the Middle East but
to our troops, and even our NATO
troops, at Landstuhl.

But here is what happened on the
plane when I was going overseas—I
checked a couple of bags, but I took
one bag on the plane with me. It was a
night flight, flying overnight and arriv-
ing in the daytime. I started going
through one of these suitcases that had
all of these cards in it. I was looking at
them, and the person next to me want-
ed to know what I was doing. I told him
these were from schoolkids back in
southeast Texas. He was passing them
around. Before I knew it, these cards
were up and down the aisles in that
plane and I could hear sobbing and saw
tears of emotion from some of the pas-
sengers on the plane reading those
cards from schoolkids connecting with
our troops overseas.

When I came back to the Landstuhl
military base, some of our troops who
were wounded opened the cards and
wanted the nurses to put the cards on
the wall. Even NATO troops that were
there from foreign countries had these
cards that were made from American
youth.

Madam Speaker, there’s something
about a warrior from the United States
opening up a handmade Christmas card
from some kid in the United States. At
that moment, the darkness of war
seems to disappear because of the
brightness of a child.

I have had the opportunity to have
these cards made by the kids in south-
east Texas now for 5 years. I say I've
had the opportunity. I don’t do the
work. My staff does the work, along
with the chambers of commerce and all
the teachers. Everybody volunteers.
When my staff does the work, it’s not
doing it on government hours. It’s
after work, it’s on the weekend, plan-
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ning and getting these cards from
throughout southeast Texas.

Every year the number of cards that
are either taken or shipped gets to be
more. The first year, it was 6,000. The
next year, 10,000 Christmas cards were
shipped overseas. The third year, 16,000
cards. And, Madam Speaker, this year
kids from southeast Texas are shipping
to our troops overseas 35,000 handmade
cards, wishing them well, giving them
Christmas greetings, saying some of
the most awesome things that only
third-, fourth-, and fifth-graders could
say.

So I want to thank those kids. I want
to thank Rikki Wheeler and the cham-
ber of commerce in Baytown. I want to
thank Ross Sterling High School, Hor-
ace Mann Junior High, Highlands Ele-
mentary, and I want to thank those
teachers. God bless our teachers who
work to have these kids volunteer to
make cards for our volunteers overseas
who won’t be home for Christmas, be-
cause there’s an empty chair at the
Christmas table where that soldier,
that warrior, that sailor, that airman
is not there because they’re rep-
resenting the United States in lands
far, far away.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PoLis) for 56 minutes.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak in support of Computer
Science Education Week, which started
this past Sunday, December 4, 2011, and
runs through Saturday, December 10.
This week-long celebration of the
teaching and learning of computer
science is a call to share information
and host activities that will elevate
computer science education for stu-
dents at all levels.

In my district in Colorado, the com-
puting achievements of 20 young
women will be celebrated at an awards
event for the Colorado affiliate of the
Aspirations in Computing Award on
the campus of the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder.

On Friday, representatives of Com-
puter Science Education Week and the
Computer Science Teachers Associa-
tion will be honored at the White
House as Champions of Change, which
is part of President Obama’s Winning
the Future initiative.

Today in Harlem, New York, a com-
pany is launching a new national ini-
tiative, Tech Girls Rock, in collabora-
tion with the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America. On Thursday, 200 third-grad-
ers will learn hands-on programing and
Web site development at Techie Club.
I’'m marking this occasion by talking
to you about computer science edu-
cation and urging all my colleagues in
the House to support legislation I in-
troduced earlier this year, the Com-
puter Science Education Act, H.R. 3014.

Computing and information tech-
nology 1is transforming our world—
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driving innovation, driving job cre-
ation, leading to entirely new multi-
million-dollar industries, and trans-
forming how we live and work for the
better.

Computer science education prepares
students for the jobs of the future by
engaging and preparing them for ca-
reers in high-paying occupations. But
our education system is not currently
producing enough graduates in com-
puting sciences and IT fields to meet
the growing needs of the industry. In
fact, the current pipeline of computing
graduates will only fill 52 percent of
the projected jobs. The other 48 percent
will either have to be filled elsewhere
in the world or go unfilled.

If the U.S. is to continue to discover
and develop the innovations that have
created new industries and transformed
others, we need to ensure a healthy
computer science workforce that’s
skilled and large enough to meet our
growing needs. Women and many mi-
nority groups are currently underrep-
resented among computing and IT pro-
fessionals as well as students, depriv-
ing the Nation of a potential skilled
workforce and of the innovation that
results from diverse teams.

If we don’t address the issues causing
too few students to take computer
science education classes in Kkinder-
garten through 12th grade, as well as
college, our pipeline and our Nation’s
future will be compromised. That’s
why I've introduced the Computer
Science Education Act, which will help
ensure that American students not
only use technology, but also learn the
computing skills to invent technology
needed to grow and drive our economy.
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to include this piece of legisla-
tion in the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act reauthorization.

Computer Science Education Week
was established in 2009 by the Com-
puting in the Core Coalition to honor
Grace Murray Hopper, a pioneer in
computer science who engineered a new
programing language and developed
standards for computer systems to lay
the foundation for many advances in
computer science from the late 1940s
through the 1970s. The U.S. House of
Representatives has recognized Com-
puter Science Education Week in the
second week of December over the past
2 years.

Computer Science Education Week is
a collaborative activity of Computing
in the Core, a nonpartisan advocacy co-
alition. Its core partners are: the Asso-
ciation for Computing Machinery,
Microsoft, Google, Computer Science
Teachers Association, the National
Center for Women and Information
Technology—which is based in my dis-
trict in Colorado—IEEE Computer So-
ciety, the Computing Research Asso-
ciation, the College Board, and many,
many others.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
in acknowledging the importance of
computer science for our future by rec-
ognizing Computer Science Education
Week this week.
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SQUARING SOCIAL SECURITY AND
THE PAYROLL TAX CUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
topping the list of unfinished business
this year is the impending collision of
two closely related crises: the expira-
tion of the payroll tax and the accel-
eration of Social Security’s bank-
ruptcy.

Last year, Congress voted for a pay-
roll tax cut that averages roughly
$1,000 for every working family in
America. As warned, it failed to stimu-
late economic growth and it acceler-
ated the collapse of the Social Security
system; but, as promised, it threw
every working family a vital lifeline in
very tough economic times.

We need to meet three conflicting ob-
jectives: We need to continue the pay-
roll tax cut; we need to stimulate real
economic growth; and we need to avoid
doing further damage to the Social Se-
curity system.

First, we need to understand that not
all tax cuts stimulate lasting economic
growth. Cutting marginal tax rates
does so because it changes the incen-
tives that individuals respond to; cut-
ting inframarginal tax rates, such as
the payroll tax, does not. But that pay-
roll tax cut did make a huge difference
in the ability of working families to
make ends meet in a time of declining
family incomes and steadily rising
prices. To restore that payroll tax rate
today, given the economic pressures on
working families, is simply unthink-
able.
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Yet at the same time, the payroll tax
is what supports the Social Security
system. Last year, that system entered
a state of permanent deficit, and this
condition will worsen until the Social
Security system bankrupts in 2036. At
that moment, every retiree will suffer
a sudden and permanent drop in bene-
fits of roughly 25 percent.

Further reducing the revenues into
that system will hasten this day of
reckoning. Just as bad, in the inter-
vening time the expanding Social Secu-
rity deficit will heap growing burdens
on the Nation’s already staggering pub-
lic debt. Now, some have proposed pay-
ing for the inframarginal payroll tax
cut that doesn’t help the economy with
a marginal tax hike that actually
harms the economy. Surely we can do
better than that. Actually, Congress-
man LANDRY of Liouisiana has done bet-
ter, and I commend his proposal to the
attention of the House. It avoids dam-
aging the Social Security fund while at
the same time offering families contin-
ued relief from crushing payroll taxes.

His measure, H.R. 3551, the Social Se-
curity Preservation Through Indi-
vidual Choice Enhancement (or
SSPICE) Act, constitutes the most re-
alistic and innovative approach to
these twin and related crises that has
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yet been placed before Congress by
linking the cost of Social Security to
the benefits that it provides. H.R. 3551
would give every American the choice
of paying a lower payroll tax each year
in exchange for working a month
longer. That’s all it would take to pay
for itself—a month’s delay in retire-
ment for a year’s worth of tax relief.

For the first time, individuals can
make this choice to pay a lower payroll
tax based on their own circumstances
without further undermining the fiscal
integrity of the Social Security system
or the financial security of those rely-
ing on that system. For the first time,
costs and benefits would be linked in a
manner that all consumers can under-
stand and judge for themselves based
on their own circumstances.

In a difficult year like this, I think
most families would rather save the
extra tax and work the extra month. In
better times ahead, they may choose to
pay the extra tax to maintain their re-
tirement schedule. But it will be their
choice based on their needs, their
plans, and their best judgment, and not
the government’s. And by linking costs
with benefits, it will protect the long-
term actuarial soundness of the Social
Security system, a fact that the Social
Security system’s chief actuary has
confirmed.

I'm excited to cosponsor Mr.
LANDRY’s bill and strongly and enthu-
siastically recommend it to the mem-
bership of the House and to the leader-
ship. Mr. LANDRY has done an enor-
mous service to every retiree who de-
pends upon the Social Security system,
as well as to every working family
struggling in America, by preserving
the fiscal integrity of the system while
at the same time giving every Amer-
ican a choice that links the tax they
pay to the benefits they receive. And
it’s an option they can exercise every
year without fear that a future con-
gressional act or failure to act might
sock them with a tax increase they
can’t afford or hasten the collapse of a
retirement system that many depend
upon for their economic survival.

——————

CUBS GREAT RON SANTO ELECTED
TO HALL OF FAME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, in
case you were wondering, that noise
you heard from above yesterday morn-
ing was an old third baseman clicking
his heels. Finally, on Monday morning,
Ron Santo was inducted into the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame.

Now, most people knew Ronnie as the
nine-time All-Star and the five-time
Golden Glove winner, one of the top
hitters of his era, and the third base-
man on the Top 10 list in every statis-
tical category. And many people knew
Ronnie as the lovable voice of the Chi-
cago Cubs, with whom we cheered
every home run, moaned every dropped
fly ball, and laughed at life’s most
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human moments in the booth, includ-
ing a burning hairpiece.

But for many years on the field, peo-
ple didn’t know that while racking up
342 home runs and hitting more than
1,300 RBIs, Ronnie was struggling with
diabetes. That’s because Ronnie ac-
complished all of this from the roster,
not the disabled list, despite his phys-
ical struggles.

Ronnie wanted to be a great player,
not a great player ‘‘under the cir-
cumstances.” He fought hard on the
field for his team, and courageously in
private for his health. He raised $60
million and a lot of hope for juvenile
diabetes research and inspired many to
persevere against the odds.

Ronnie died too soon, exactly 1 year
ago this week. I wish he had lived to
see this, but I know that he and Harry
are sharing an Old Style together and
toasting to their favorite team. Here’s
to number 10, Ron Santo. Go Cubs.

———

ARMY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CODY R. NORRIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Army Private
First Class Cody R. Norris, who was
killed on November 9 during combat
operations in Kandahar Province, Af-
ghanistan.

Cody was a proud Bulldog, a 2010
graduate of La Porte High School in La
Porte, Texas. He was in Junior ROTC,
a member of the Color Guard and the
Rifle Team. He was also a member of
the Military Museum.

Cody deployed to Afghanistan while
he was assigned to Alpha Company, 2nd
Battalion, 34th Armor Regiment, 1st
Infantry Division—the Army’s oldest
division, the ‘“‘Big Red One’’—in Fort
Riley, Kansas.

He was a typical American teenager.
He enjoyed working on his 1952 Ma37
Army truck that he drove to and from
school. He was a Texan who enjoyed
paintball, deer hunting, playing video
games, and yes, hibachi food.

Cody’s lifelong dream was to join the
Army. His time in Junior ROTC in high
school motivated him to enlist in the
Army to serve his country.

He always put others before himself
and did so with a smile on his face and
a kind word for those around him. He
had a gift for winning people over with
his caring personality and always man-
aged to cheer up those around him.

Cody’s mother said that he lived life
on his terms and always did what he
believed was right, regardless of trends
or what other people thought. He was
well liked by his platoon mates and
gained the admiration of others by con-
stantly carrying more than his fair
share. According to his brother Mi-
chael, now a cadet at West Point, in
Cody’s last battle, when his platoon
was attacked, he was carrying extra
ammunition. When he was Kkilled, that
extra ammunition ultimately helped
save his fellow soldiers, his friends.
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I never had the honor to know Cody
Norris personally, but I stand here
today humbled by the fact that he and
the hundreds of thousands of American
troops serving in our Armed Forces are
willing to sacrifice so much so that we
may sleep peacefully under the blanket
of freedom that they provide.

As a former naval aviator, I know all
too well the sacrifices families make to
support their loved ones who serve in
harm’s way. Cody Norris and his fam-
ily, and the thousands of other families
who have lost loved ones in the defense
of our country, have paid the ultimate
price for our freedom. For them, in
many ways, the war never ends.

America can never repay the debt we
owe to Cody Norris and his family, but
we can honor his family and his eternal
contributions to our liberty. Madam
Speaker, Cody Norris is a true Amer-
ican hero, and a grateful Nation says
thank you.

————
[ 1030

EXTEND THE PAYROLL TAX CUT,
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
AND DOMESTIC RENEWABLE EN-
ERGY TAX INCENTIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, all of us join with our col-
league in honoring that fallen hero.

Madam Speaker, Congress must act
now to extend the payroll tax cut, un-
employment insurance, and domestic
renewable energy tax incentives. The
effects of the Great Recession continue
to linger in this economy, which is why
a more robust recovery has not yet
taken root.

Our efforts in the last Congress,
through the Recovery Act and the Job
Creation Act at the end of last year,
provided what momentum we actually
have. The official unemployment rate
has now fallen to 8.6 percent as a result
of 120,000 new jobs created just last
month. That’s the lowest level in more
than 2 years and marks 21 consecutive
months of private sector job growth.
But these gains will be at risk if Con-
gress fails to extend the payroll tax
cuts, domestic clean energy incentives,
and unemployment benefits before the
end of this year.

The payroll tax cut provides the av-
erage American worker $1,000 to spend
or invest every year, having a positive
impact throughout the economy. Eco-
nomic analysts at Barclays estimate
that the payroll tax cut alone will add
another 1 percent to gross domestic
product growth, $250 billion in eco-
nomic activity throughout the United
States. Conversely, if we fail to extend
that payroll tax cut, 160 million Ameri-
cans will be facing a tax increase in
January.

Similarly, 1.3 million Americans who
are trying to get back into the work-
force will see their unemployment ben-
efits cut unless we renew them. Ac-
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cording to the Congressional Budget
Office and Senator JOHN MCCAIN’S eco-
nomic adviser, Mark Zandi, unemploy-
ment insurance is one of the most ef-
fective forms of economic stimulus,
generating $1.64 for every $1 we invest
in unemployment insurance. Failure to
extend unemployment benefits will re-
duce the gross domestic product by
nearly 1 percent and, by reducing eco-
nomic activity, could put as many as 1
million Americans out of work at a
time when we’re trying to expand the
economy.

With respect to domestic clean en-
ergy production, renewing these incen-
tives will sustain one of the few private
sector success stories we’ve witnessed
during the Great Recession. Since 2007,
the number of jobs in the American
wind industry has grown 70 percent. So
today there are as many wind energy
jobs as there are in the coal industry.
The number of solar industry jobs dou-
bled since 2007 to more than 100,000
Americans. This surge in domestic
clean energy employment is a direct
result of the 1603 Treasury Grant Pro-
gram to support clean energy activity.

Madam Speaker, as we continue to
debate these expiring tax and benefit
provisions, I'd caution my colleagues
against holding them hostage to ad-
vance some extreme ideological agen-
da. Last week, the Senate minority
leader brought legislation to the floor
which would have slashed Federal em-
ployee wages and benefits while arbi-
trarily downsizing the Federal work-
force.

As the Bureau of Labor Statistics
noted, public sector employment con-
tinues to shrink by tens of thousands
of jobs. A job is a job, whether it’s in
the public sector or the private sector.
One is not better than the other.

If Republicans had not been success-
ful in cutting 535,000 public sector jobs
in this country, unemployment would
actually be 0.35 percent lower. It would
be down to 8.25 percent today, not 8.6.
Cutting Federal employee pay and
slashing the workforce would actually
undermine the economic benefits of the
payroll tax extension and the economic
benefits we’ve all worked so hard to
create.

Similarly, we should reject attempts
to tie these economic recovery actions
with partisan proposals to gut the
Clean Air Act. Republicans in the
House already have tried to pass 172 vi-
ciously anti-environmental bills, rid-
ers, and amendment in this body this
year alone. Now, some in the Repub-
lican Caucus have suggested pairing
the Clean Air Act repeals with an ex-
tension of the payroll tax cut, a Faust-
ian bargain at best, Madam Speaker.

Repealing these Clean Air Act stand-
ards for industrial boilers, for example,
would cost the U.S. economy $21 billion
to $52 billion per year in higher health
care costs, real costs to the economy.

Not surprisingly, some even have
proposed expediting approval of the
Keystone XL, pipeline in exchange for
the payroll tax extension. Again, we al-
ready have pipelines from Canadian tar



December 6, 2011

sands into America. According to inde-
pendent economic analyses, the Key-
stone pipeline could increase exports of
Canadian oil, not to the United States,
but to China. I want to keep that oil
here in this economy if we’re going to
build that pipeline.

Madam Speaker, the Republican
leadership’s legislative sausage would
shock Upton Sinclair, who wrote ‘“The
Jungle’ 100 years ago. He said, It’s dif-
ficult to get a man to understand
something when his salary depends on
his not understanding.

Instead of wrapping special interest
policy-riders and polluter giveaways
into a tax-extender package, Congress
should focus on those policies which
are demonstrated job creators: payroll
tax cuts, domestic clean energy incen-
tives, and unemployment insurance ex-
tension.

The economic recovery is too fragile,
Madam Speaker, to risk on the higher
health care costs, higher gas prices,
and economic hardships that some of
these Republican proposals would oth-
erwise create.

———

MAKING A DIFFERENCE BY FIXING
THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. GIBBS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, in about
3 weeks I will mark the anniversary of
my first year in Congress. I ran for
Congress because I thought I could
make a difference. I was concerned
about the direction this country was
headed and, like many of my col-
leagues, we thought we could make a
difference, and we are making a dif-
ference. But we are frustrated because
still, almost a year later, the economy
is still in stagnation and many Amer-
ican families are suffering.

The way we fix the economy, in my
opinion, is we’ve got to restore con-
fidence; and the way we do that is we
energize the American people. We re-
insert American innovation, entrepre-
neurship, and the American spirit.

There’s four key areas I think to re-
store that confidence. One is we’ve got
to cut this deficit spending. We’ve got
to get our spending under control. We
passed a budget here in the House that
cut almost $6 trillion over 10 years.

Unfortunately, the United States
Senate hasn’t passed a budget in over
900-plus days. That’s not the way to get
our fiscal house in order.

Additionally, when we passed our
budget, we also put Medicare on a firm
reform plan so it’s here for the future.

Number two, we need to have com-
monsense regulatory reform. Right
now, in our $15 trillion economy, it’s
been reported that regulations are
costing our economy $1.75 trillion an-
nually. The Obama administration, by
their own admission, has over 200 new
regulations in the pipeline that will
cost over $100 billion annually, and
that’s by their own admission, so I hate
to think how much more it could be.
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This week, hopefully, we’re going to
pass a regulatory reform bill called the
REINS Act, whereby any new proposal
that’s going to cost our economy over
$100 million by a Federal agency would
have to come back for an up-down vote
by the United States Congress. I think
that puts accountability on our Fed-
eral agencies.

Number three, we need to pass some
tax reform. TUnfortunately, in 12%
months we’re going to see the largest—
under current law—the largest tax in-
crease in American history. That is not
the proper way to go. That puts a cloud
over the certainty and providing con-
fidence for our businesses to want to
grow their businesses knowing that
they’re looking at the largest tax in-
crease in American history.

Fourth, we need an energy policy
that encourages the development of re-
sources here in our country. We’re ex-
porting almost $1 trillion a year and
many, many jobs overseas for energy.
We don’t need to be doing that.

We’ve passed, on a bipartisan basis,
our jobs plan. We currently have 25
bills that we’ve passed on a bipartisan
basis that would restore confidence and
get this economy moving in the regu-
latory reform areas and the budget.

I want to highlight the one at the top
of the list, H.R. 872. That’s a bill that
I brought to this floor in March that
passed by a bipartisan supermajority,
nearly 300 votes. The thing that I don’t
understand that’s very frustrating to
me, that bill, as with the other 24 bills,
have gone over to the United States
Senate and they’re stacking up like
cord wood. They haven’t been acted on.

I think the American people deserve
to have a full, open debate on the floor
of the United States Senate on these
bills and vote on them. They deserve
that. And that’s our jobs plan. And it’s
a jobs plan that moves us forward.

I cannot implore enough that we
need to have action on these bills that
will restore confidence and grow our
economy. The future of our kids, the
future of our country, our national se-
curity is at stake; and we must pass
the jobs plan.

Spending more money and growing
government is not the answer. The an-
swer is commonsense regulatory re-
form, tax reform, balanced budget, and
an energy policy that develops and cre-
ates jobs here in America and moves us
towards national security and
prosperity.

0 1040

THE CONSUMER FINANCIAL
PROTECTION BUREAU

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WATT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WATT. Madam Speaker, later
this week, the United States Senate is
scheduled to consider the President’s
nomination of Richard Cordray as the
person to head the Consumer Financial
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Protection Bureau. And while our rules
don’t allow us to meddle much in the
Senate activities, I do want to spend a
minute or two just talking about the
importance of the nomination and con-
firmation of Richard Cordray and the
importance of the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, and talk a little bit
about the background of why we have a
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau.

The purpose of the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau is to promote a
fair, honest, and transparent market-
place to help consumers compare cost,
benefits, and risk of consumer finan-
cial products. Consumer financial prod-
ucts are perhaps among the most com-
plicated products that consumers have
to deal with; credit card terms, mort-
gages, and the kinds of things that re-
sulted in a financial meltdown in our
economy.

Now prior to the passage of the Dodd-
Frank Act, there was, in every one of
the regulatory bodies, a responsibility
to deal with consumer protection. Un-
fortunately, none of those agencies had
consumer protection and education as
their highest priority. All of them were
looking at—not very well, I will say to
you—the safety and soundness of the
financial industry, the banks and var-
ious components of the financial indus-
try. And generally, they interpreted
safety and soundness to be, as long as
these institutions are making a big
profit, they are safe and sound. And
they turned their backs on the inter-
ests of the consumer, not knowing that
if the consumers purchased a lot of
very bad mortgages and got themselves
into a lot of very bad financial trans-
actions, that that would cause the
whole system to come tumbling down.

So when we passed the Dodd-Frank
bill, we put into the bill a provision to
create the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau so that there would be
somebody in the Federal Government,
some agency whose sole responsibility
is to look out for the consumer; and of
course, a number of my colleagues,
both in the House and the Senate, have
been fighting this whole concept from
day one. They don’t like the fact that
there is a Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, and they have vowed not
to confirm any nominee that the Presi-
dent sends over there to head this
agency. The agency is doing good work
already, but it needs a director.

Despite not having a director, the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
has launched a number of initiatives,
most notably the ‘“‘Know Before You
Owe”’ project which aims to simplify
mortgage disclosure forms and helps
students better understand the finan-
cial aid process and repayment options.
These are things that are important to
consumers. They don’t necessarily
make up the focus of financial entities,
the big banks, the lenders, but our
whole economic system is based on an
educated consumer. And when con-
sumers get into bad transactions, we
suffer, as we have in this financial
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meltdown. We have lost more wealth
from mortgages being under water
than from any other financial kinds of
transactions. And if we had had a Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau in
place when this calamity was taking
place, we wouldn’t be in the financial
mess that we are in today.

——
HONORING MARTINA CORREIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today I rise to honor Martina
Correia, who passed away recently
from breast cancer. Martina was a cou-
rageous and inspiring woman who
proved what President Obama has
often said, ‘‘In the face of impossible
odds, people who love this country can
change 1it.”” For decades, Martina
fought for human rights in defense of
her brother, who was sentenced to
death based on unreliable eyewitness
testimony that was later recanted.
Martina’s brother, Troy Anthony
Davis, was on death row for 20 years
until his execution this year.

Thanks to Martina, people rallied
around Troy’s case and began to really
think about how it is that a society
such as ours can execute a potentially
innocent man. Inspired by Martina, a
diverse array of men and women in the
United States and from around the
world, people like Amnesty Inter-
national’s Laura Moye; NAACP Presi-
dent Ben Jealous; Reverend Raphael
Warnock, pastor of the historic Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church where the rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once
pastored; British MP Alistair Car-
michael; former President Jimmy Car-
ter; Pope Benedict XVIth; and a large
group of other distinguished leaders
from around the world whose names
are too numerous for me to recognize
at this time. These folks banded to-
gether to fight for Troy Anthony
Davis’ life.

From her humble roots in Georgia,
Martina led this international cam-
paign to save her brother and prove his
innocence. Martina advocated for jus-
tice and fought to save her brother’s
life. And in so doing, she became a
death penalty abolitionist in the move-
ment to move America to renounce and
abolish the death penalty, whereupon
America could finally join the ranks of
the other industrialized nations of the
world that have barred the use of this
barbaric form of punishment.

She became an international human
rights advocate, and it will, in part, be
due to her efforts that we will one day
cheer the abolition of the death pen-
alty in this country. I will remember
and thank Martina when we reach that
milestone in our development as a Na-
tion and as a people.

Martina fought this battle for her
brother while fighting her own battle
with breast cancer. You see, she was di-
agnosed with breast cancer 11 years
ago, and at that time, she was given 6

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

months to live. She beat the odds and
fought to stay alive so that she could
fight for her brother. Before her diag-
nosis, Martina was a nurse, and she was
also a veteran who served her country
in the 1992 Gulf war.

Martina’s illness eventually forced
her to stop working for a living, but
she continued to advocate for what was
important to her. In addition to her
work on behalf of her brother, Martina
also was a leader of the National Black
Leadership Initiative on Cancer, where
she advocated for a cure. Her mother,
Virginia Davis, died in April 2011 short-
ly after her son, Troy Anthony Davis,
suffered defeat on his appeal. Martina
is survived by one son, Antone De’Juan
Davis-Correia; two sisters, Kimberly
and Ebony Davis; and one brother, Les-
ter Davis.

It was an honor for me to know
Martina and an honor for me to meet
her mother and an honor for me to
meet her brother. I'm comforted in
knowing that she will reunite with her
dear mother and with her brother,
Troy, as their lives are linked for all
eternity.

Strong and fearless, fighting to the
very end without giving up or giving
in, she fought a great fight. And now
it’s time to rest for a little bit,
Martina. You rest in peace. But rest
knowing that the movement to abolish
the death penalty will continue, and
with your example at the top of our
minds, we will never give up until the
job is done.

O 1050

TAKING ON CURRENCY
MANIPULATORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today because it has
been weeks since the bipartisan major-
ity in the Senate passed legislation to
take on currency manipulators. Weeks
have passed, and House leadership has
refused to allow a stand-alone up-or-
down vote on currency manipulation
legislation right here in the House of
Representatives. Legislators from both
sides of the aisle talk about the impor-
tance of creating jobs every day. Why
wouldn’t we take this opportunity to
work together to not only create jobs
but to also protect the good-paying
jobs we already have here in America?

Recently, the Peterson Institute for
International Economics concluded
that China’s currency is undervalued
by 24 percent against the dollar. That
means that America’s manufacturers
are competing with Chinese manufac-
turers who are enjoying a permanent 24
percent off sale. Isn’t it time to do
something about these problems, prob-
lems that are damaging the U.S. econ-
omy, and to stand up for American
manufacturers?

When countries are allowed to keep
the values of their currencies artifi-
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cially low and, in turn, the price of
their exports into the United States,
American companies face an unfair dis-
advantage. American companies are
currently playing on an unlevel play-
ing field where their competitors are
able to maintain a permanent sale on
all the products they sell. As our trade
deficit increases with countries like
China, we lose American jobs. In fact,
the Economic Policy Institute released
a study this fall showing that, between
2001 and 2010, the U.S. lost 2.8 million
jobs, including nearly 62,000 jobs in my
own State of Indiana, as a result of the
expanding trade deficit with China.

The Senate has already acted on this
issue. It passed the Currency Exchange
Rate Oversight Reform Act in October.
The passage of this bill assures that
correcting unfair trade practices is not
a Democrat or a Republican issue—
rather, it’s an American priority. Six-
teen Republican Senators joined 47
Democrat Senators in voting for this
bill to counter the currency manipula-
tion that is damaging our economic re-
covery. In a time of too much partisan
bickering, we need to take the oppor-
tunity to work together and stand up
for American businesses and American
workers. That’s what we were sent here
to do.

In addition to the Senate-passed bill,
we have a piece of legislation, which is
waiting for a vote right here in the
House, with 225 cosponsors of both Re-
publicans and Democrats. That’s more
than a majority. The Currency Reform
for Fair Trade Act would allow the De-
partment of Commerce to counter im-
ports, made cheaper by currency ma-
nipulation, with a corresponding tariff.
A nearly identical bill passed the
House last year with 348 votes. The
support is here. We just need to take
this vote.

When I travel around north central
Indiana, I often hear from small busi-
nesses and manufacturers on this issue,
and they never ask that Congress guar-
antee their success. They simply ask
for a level playing field and to have the
rules the same for everybody. All they
want is a fair fight.

So, today, I echo my request from 2
months ago to the House leadership: It
is time. It is time for bipartisan legis-
lation that addresses currency manipu-
lation and to have a vote on it here in
the House of Representatives—a stand-
alone up-or-down vote.

As I said then and as I'll say again to
our House leadership: Who do you
stand with, the Chinese Government or
the American workers? It is time to
stand up for our country—for all of the
people who work in our country and for
all of our citizens. Let’s have a vote.

——————

SMART SECURITY: A BETTER IN-
VESTMENT THAN 10 YEARS OF
WAR IN AFGHANISTAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from

California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-

utes.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, this
week, representatives from several na-
tions will meet in Bonn, Germany, to
discuss the future of Afghanistan. The
Bonn Conference comes exactly 10
years after the first Bonn Conference,
which established the Karzai govern-
ment. So right now is the perfect mo-
ment to assess and reflect on where we
are and where we’re going in Afghani-
stan.

By any measure, Madam Speaker,
the war we have been waging in Af-
ghanistan for the last decade has been
a failure. Our hard-earned tax dollars
have been tragically wasted on a policy
that has projected the worst image of
America to the rest of the world. It has
undermined our interests and damaged
our national security—and let’s not
forget the human cost. More than 1,800
American families will sit at their ta-
bles over the holiday season—tables
with a person missing. If we want to
eliminate fallen warriors, we must
bring them home while they’re still
alive.

Hopefully, the Bonn Conference will
pivot us to the next phase of our Af-
ghanistan engagement: from military
occupation to constructive partner-
ship, from waging war in Afghanistan
to helping in the spirit of peace and
friendship. Ten years after we sup-
posedly liberated them, the people of
Afghanistan have enormous humani-
tarian needs. We need to help them re-
build their infrastructure, strengthen
their democracy, and safeguard the
rights of their people, all of which can
be done for pennies on the dollar com-
pared to spending military dollars. In
short, we need the SMART Security
approach that I've been advocating for
years.

In Bonn, President Karzai is saying
that Afghanistan will require foreign
economic assistance for at least the
next 10 years. The estimated cost of $10
billion a year, which sounds like a lot
for that support, makes you realize,
however, that we’re spending at least
that much, probably more, every
month in Afghanistan. As a nation, we
should eagerly embrace the responsi-
bility to make these relatively modest
investments in nonmilitary aid to Af-
ghanistan. It’s the right thing to do,
and in the long run, we’ll discover it’s
a far greater investment than 10 more
years of war.

The past 10 years of war have done
little to improve the lives and to ad-
vance the rights, for example, of Af-
ghan women. Many of us are familiar
with the story of the Afghan woman
who was raped and then impregnated
by a male relative when she was 19
years old. She was then sent to jail for
the crime of adultery. Her initial sen-
tence was 3 years; then, after a second
trial, it was increased to 12 years, but
a judge offered her clemency under one
condition—she had to marry the man
who raped her. At long last, Madam
Speaker, after a petition drive orga-
nized by the woman’s lawyer yielded
6,000 signatures, President Karzai
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granted the woman an unconditional
pardon—she will be released from pris-
on without having to spend her life
with her attacker.

It’s a relief that moral decency pre-
vailed in this one case; but the fact
that this qualifies as a human rights
victory in Afghanistan reveals just how
far we have to go. There are many
more Afghan women like her who suf-
fer humiliation every single day, who
have no control over their destinies.
The true measure of American leader-
ship is what we do to help these women
and so many other Afghans who want
nothing more than to live a decent life
of hope, freedom, and relative comfort.
We won’t help by extending a war that
has already failed these people and has
violated our most fundamental values.
It’s time to bring our troops home and
to make the transition to SMART Se-
curity now.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 a.m.), the House
stood in recess until noon.

————

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Bryan Thiessen, Journey
Church, Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father, we thank You for this Na-
tion, Your love, and, most of all, Your
forgiveness of sins.

We acknowledge, as Scripture states
in James 1:5, that You are the giver of
all wisdom. May You give these men
and women, whom You have placed in
leadership over this Nation, Your wis-
dom in all their deeds and discussions.

According to Romans 13, ‘‘Let every-
one be subject to the governing au-
thorities, for there is no authority ex-
cept that which God has established.”
May these here be good stewards of
this responsibility, leadership, and
Your gift of freedom for our Nation.

We ask for Your special protection
over our military and blessing for their
families. We pray for our enemies, as
You instruct us in Matthew 5:44. May
their plans be thwarted, and may they
come to the love and grace that You
offer.

In the only name through whom man
can be saved, Jesus Christ. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING REVEREND BRYAN
THIESSEN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURPHY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to introduce to-
day’s guest chaplain, Pastor Bryan
Thiessen of the Journey Assembly of
God Church in Bridgeville, Pennsyl-
vania.

Since the first House chaplain was
elected by Congress in 1789, it has been
tradition for a prayer to open the
House’s daily floor proceedings, and I
thank the Office of the Chaplain and
the Reverend Patrick Conroy for allow-
ing Pastor Bryan Thiessen to have the
opportunity to continue this tradition
and lead us in prayer.

Pastor Thiessen joined the
Bridgeville community in April of 2011,
along with his wife, CaRanda Thiessen,
and has been a driving force in improv-
ing the community since the moment
he stepped foot in southwestern Penn-
sylvania. During Pastor Thiessen’s ten-
ure, he has seen his parish grow in size,
which can directly be attributed to the
exceptional work he has done in lead-
ing his church. He has also been elected
president of the Bridgeville Ministers
Association, where he leads
Bridgeville-area churches, nonprofit
organizations, and community out-
reach events. He also serves as the
Christian education director of the
Southwest Metro section of the Assem-
blies of God. As director, Pastor
Thiessen guides 35 churches in Chris-
tian education programs and ministries
in the southwestern Pennsylvania re-
gion.

I especially thank Pastor Thiessen
and members of his parish for making
the trip to Washington this morning.
The House is very pleased to have all of
them, and we are excited to hear the
words of the Lord he has chosen to
share with us today.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). The Chair will entertain
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

THE REINS ACT
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today the House will begin
consideration of the Regulations from
the Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act
of 2011, also referred to as the REINS
Act. This bill will require Congress to
approve any Federal regulation that
will impact our economy by $100 mil-
lion or more.

The Small Business Administration
estimates that regulations are costing
our Nation’s citizens $1.75 trillion per
year. The current administration’s re-
port on Federal regulations listed over
4,200 under development since last De-
cember and over 200 additional regula-
tions proposed this year, costing con-
sumers billions of dollars, destroying
jobs. This fact is another example of
how out of touch the President is with
the hardworking and deserving Amer-
ican families. It is time for Congress to
take action and stop the imposition of
these job-killing policies that discour-
age small businesses from growing and
expanding.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s third President, John Adams,
once said, ‘‘Facts are stubborn things;
and whatever may be our wishes, our
inclinations, or the dictates of our pas-
sion, they cannot alter the state of
facts and evidence.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, the facts now
show that the health care reform law is
working for America’s seniors. This
morning, CMS released figures that
show that 2.7 million seniors saved $1.2
billion in 2011 with lower prescription
drug costs because the health care re-
form law is closing the prescription
drug doughnut hole; 28,500 in Con-
necticut, 5,660 in my district, the Sec-
ond Congressional District. The report
also shows that 24 million seniors have
used the annual checkup that the
health care reform law now provides
free of charge, a smarter, more intel-
ligent way to pick up disease and ill-
ness for our elderly.

As President Adams once said,
“Facts are stubborn things,” and the
facts show the health care reform law
is working for America’s seniors.

———
O 1210

THOMAS EDISON’S LIGHT BULB—
OUTLAWED

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, free-
dom of choice is under attack by Wash-
ington. The government wants to con-
trol the light in homes and businesses
throughout America. A new law bans
the incandescent light bulb and will re-
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quire Americans to buy the new, spe-
cial $3 government-approved light bulb.
Soon it will be against the law to sell
Thomas Edison’s incandescent light
bulb—the symbol of American innova-
tion.

This kind of government intrusion in
our lives has left many Americans in
the dark about what’s next, and the
government invasion into our lives is
only increasing. Since the Federal Gov-
ernment has taken the power to choose
away from Americans, people are
flocking to their local Wal-Marts to
hoard the last of the incandescent light
bulbs.

Government controls so much of our
lives in the name that government is
smarter than we are; but for now, it’s
turn out the lights—the party’s over
for Thomas Edison’s incandescent light
bulb.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

VOTER SUPPRESSION

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the national
move to interfere with the voting
rights of eligible citizens is deliberate.
In 2011 the number of States requiring
strict forms of government-issued IDs
has nearly quadrupled. Why the sudden
increase?

Proponents claim that voter fraud is
the driving force; yet there is no evi-
dence of this kind of deception. What
do they think? That there are droves of
people sneaking across the southern
border so they can vote or that there
are 15-year-olds trying to sneak into
voting booths, and so we’ve got to card
them? This is simply discrimination
masquerading as orderly government.

The Brennan Center for Justice esti-
mates that one in 10 eligible registered
voters does not have the forms of ID
that are acceptable under these ex-
panding State laws. We can’t stand by
and let big money and special interests
manipulate the results of elections by
enacting 21st-century poll taxes. Poll
taxes were thrown out decades ago as
discrimination and contrary to proc-
esses.

SAFEGUARD MISSILE DEFENSE
TECHNOLOGIES

(Mr. BROOKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, during
the House Armed Services Committee’s
review of the National Defense Author-
ization Act, or NDAA, I successfully
proposed a two-tier amendment to pro-
tect America’s missile defense tech-
nology.

Tier 1 bars the White House from giv-
ing the Russian Federation any Amer-
ican hit-to-kill or other sensitive mis-
sile defense technology. Tier 2 bars the
White House from giving Russia any
American non-sensitive missile defense
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technology unless the White House
first certifies to Congress that Amer-
ica’s missile defense will not be under-
mined and that our technology will not
be proliferated.

Senator MARK KIRK of Illinois is
blocking the Russian ambassador nom-
ination wuntil the appropriate safe-
guards exist that protect America’s
missile defense technology. I applaud
Senator KIRK’s efforts.

The NDAA is now in conference com-
mittee. I urge the conferees to support
the HASC amendment and to safeguard
missile defense technologies that have
cost American taxpayers so much and
that have helped protect America so
well.

————

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF TEN-
NESSEE LADY VOLS BASKET-
BALL COACH, PAT SUMMITT

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to recognize not only one
of the greatest coaches of all time but
also one of the greatest people of all
time, the University of Tennessee Lady
Vols basketball coach, Pat Summitt.

Yesterday, Coach Summitt was
named Sports Illustrated’s Sports-
woman of the Year, and there was no
one more deserving than she. Not only
is she the all-time winningest coach in
NCAA basketball history, having well
over 1,000 wins, including 16 SEC titles
and eight national championships, but
she is also an exemplary role model for
the students she coaches and is a shin-
ing ambassador for the university she
represents.

Earlier this year, Coach Summitt
was diagnosed with early onset demen-
tia, Alzheimer’s type. While the news
would be unbearable for many to take
at such a young age, Coach Summitt
has stayed on the sidelines and con-
tinues to coach the Lady Vols. She is,
again, leading by example and is show-
ing her players that, while life is full of
obstacles, you can continue to achieve
success through hard work and dedica-
tion.

Thank you, Coach Summitt. I am
glad you represent my alma mater. Go
Big Orange.

———

PROTECT THE MEDICARE
PROGRAM

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, as a
cardiothoracic surgeon, I stand here
today to voice my concern about the
impending cuts to the Medicare pro-
gram. I implore the Congress to craft a
multiyear fix to the SGR—ideally, a
permanent fix. This is a real threat to
seniors across the country. Each year,
the Congress continues to play politics
with seniors’ access to quality care.
This must end.

Seniors, some of our most vulnerable
citizens, may not be able to see the
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doctors of their choosing if Congress
does not address this issue. According
to the AMA, one in three physicians is
limiting the number of new Medicare
patients they see, and one in eight doc-
tors is no longer taking new Medicare
patients. That’s today.

What is more disturbing than these
immediate cuts is the fast approaching
insolvency date. This is a critical prob-
lem. Ignoring the insolvency date of
2024 puts our seniors’ care at risk, once
again, on an even larger scale than
what we are facing today.

We cannot continue to bury our
heads in the sand. As a physician, on
behalf of my patients, let’s act now to
protect the Medicare program and en-
sure access to quality care for Amer-
ica’s seniors.

———
HONORING LARIMER COUNTY

(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 150th anniversary of
Larimer County, Colorado.

The first settlers arrived in 1858; and
Antoine Janis, who led the party, de-
clared the area of present-day Larimer
County to be ‘‘the loveliest spot on
Earth.” Larimer County captures what
outsiders envision as Colorado’s true
beauty. The county is named after
General William Larimer, an early
Denver settler and founder who was
made the county’s namesake as a trib-
ute.

From the farmlands, to the majestic
mountains, to the robust business sec-
tor, to the kind people, Larimer Coun-
ty is Colorado.

It is the sixth most populous county
in the State. While other areas of Colo-
rado were settled and founded at the
prospect of gold and mining riches,
Larimer County was different. It at-
tracted many settlers because of fertile
lands and reliable water sources.
Larimer County started as an agricul-
tural area and continues to flourish in
agriculture production today. Aside
from ag, Larimer County has a thriv-
ing business and health industry, a
strong education system, picture-per-
fect scenery, wonderful locations for
outdoor recreation, and a top-tier re-
search university at Colorado State
University.

In my humble opinion, Rocky Moun-
tain National Park in Larimer County
is one of the most beautiful places in
the entire country and is the crown
jewel of our National Park System. It
is my honor to recognize Larimer
County’s 150th anniversary on the
House floor and acknowledge all that it
has to offer.

——————

A PERMANENT FIX TO STOP
MEDICARE PROVIDER CUTS
(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, Medicare physicians are facing a 28
percent cut come January 1, 2012, un-
less this Congress acts to stop it. If left
alone, these cuts will force many phy-
sicians to stop seeing Medicare bene-
ficiaries, a move that could harm mil-
lions of seniors who are in search of
care.

It is incomprehensible that congres-
sional Democrats have already cut
Medicare provider rates as a way to
help pay for ObamaCare and that they
again offered to cut provider rates dur-
ing our debt negotiations this Con-
gress.

Providers in my district and across
this country have told me that if Con-
gress continues to cut provider rates
they won’t be able to see Medicare pa-
tients, pure and simple. In fact, CMS
actuary Rick Foster has told us that
the cuts to hospitals in ObamaCare
alone will force 15 percent of these fa-
cilities to close. The seniors in my dis-
trict tell me they can’t afford to lose
their doctors. Let’s get a fix to this
problem done, and done permanently.

————
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THE BENEFITS OF HEALTH
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, health
savings accounts have been shown to
lower health care costs and allow
Americans to have more control over
their money and their health care deci-
sions.

Recently the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported that 14 percent of all
workers in the private sector now have
access to a health savings account. The
number of people with HSA-type ac-
counts rose to over 11% million in Jan-
uary, up from 10 million a year before
and 8 million the year before that.

But, Mr. Speaker, health savings ac-
counts are at risk. Under the Afford-
able Care Act passed in this House of
March of 2010, by 2014 there will be a
phase-in of what’s known as the med-
ical loss ratio rules that may eliminate
the ability of HSAs to continue to
exist. It’s all in the hands of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services,
who, in the past, has not been favor-
ably disposed to HSAs.

Now, Governor Mitch Daniels under-
stands the power of consumer-directed
health care. Governor Daniels, when he
came and talked to our Health Caucus
a little over a year ago, talked about
his Healthy Indiana plan, a plan that
in his State has allowed him to provide
for his State workers health care bene-
fits that receive a positive approval
rating by 94 percent of his workers and,
at the same time, lowering costs by 11
percent.

This is the type of innovation that
the Affordable Care Act should have
fostered. Instead, it stands in the way
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of this groundbreaking way to deliver
health care to our Nation’s folks.

————————

MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES AND
ACCESS TO CARE

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, as
both a practicing physician and a Mem-
ber of Congress, I have had numerous
discussions with patients and constitu-
ents regarding how difficult it is for
Medicare beneficiaries to find access to
care.

Unfortunately, this dilemma will
only be exacerbated if Congress fails to
enact legislation by the year’s end for
the sustainable growth rate, the for-
mula in which physicians are paid for
treating seniors on Medicare. Without
congressional action, physician reim-
bursement will be cut by 28 percent on
January 1, 2011, which will drastically
hurt seniors’ ability to find medical
care.

For roughly 8 years, Congress has ap-
plied a short-term fix to resolve these
cuts. Republican doctors are com-
mitted to enacting a permanent solu-
tion to the flawed SGR formula. Demo-
crats had a chance to deal with this
issue during the passage of ObamaCare
but, instead, chose to cut roughly $525
billion in Medicare.

Congress must have the courage to
repeal the flawed SGR formula and cre-
ate a sustainable and reliable payment
schedule.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, nearly 3
years ago, the President of the United
States stood in this Chamber and said
we need health care reform to address
‘“‘the crushing cost of health care’ and
to ‘‘strengthen Medicare for years to
come.”

Well, we got the President’s type of
health care reform. Seniors had to help
pay for it, however, by removing $500
billion—a half trillion dollars—from
Medicare in order to subsidize
ObamaCare. But guess what. That has
made Medicare even weaker.

Today we’re trying to find billions of
dollars to pay for another temporary
fix to Medicare reimbursement rates to
ensure access by patients to their phy-
sicians. Last year it cost $19 billion,
and it will cost more in future years.

ObamaCare did not bend the cost
curve down as it was promised; it just
pushed the issue down the road.

Republicans are committed to get-
ting the doc fix done and finding a per-
manent solution; but Medicare is run-
ning out of money, and these fixes are
getting more expensive. It’s time to re-
peal ObamaCare and replace it with re-
forms that truly strengthen Medicare
for years to come.
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AMERICANS DISTRUST THE
NATIONAL MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the Pew Research Center has found
that negative opinions about news or-
ganizations now equal or surpass all-
time highs. In their poll, 66 percent of
those surveyed stated news stories are
often inaccurate, and 77 percent think
that news organizations seem to favor
one side over the other. And in a recent
Gallup poll, Americans were asked how
much trust and confidence they have in
the mass media. A majority, 55 per-
cent, responded ‘‘not very much” or
‘“‘none at all.”

Three years ago I started the Media
Fairness Caucus in Congress. This cau-
cus helps encourage a free and fair
media as our Founders intended. The
purpose of the caucus is not to censor
or condemn but to urge the media to
adhere to the highest standards of
their profession and to provide the
American people with the facts, bal-
anced stories, and fair coverage of the
news.

Our national media should be held
accountable for their performance, just
like any other institution. We need to
remind the media of their profound ob-
ligation to provide the American peo-
ple with the facts, not to tell them
what to think.

CONGRATS TO THE NIU HUSKIES

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Northern Il-
linois University Huskies football team
for winning the 2011 Mid-American
Conference championship.

Last Friday, the Huskies overcame
three first-half turnovers and a 20-
point deficit to defeat the Bobcats of
Ohio University with a last-second
field goal as time expired. The incred-
ible win caps off another great season
for the Northern Illinois University
Huskies as they finished with a 10-3
overall record and now head to the
GoDaddy.com Bowl on January 8 to
play Arkansas State.

Congratulations to the players,
coaches, and support staff for all of the
Huskies for another fantastic season.
Go Huskies.

————

THE OKLAHOMAN: OKLAHOMA
CITY HAS MUCH TO OFFER MILI-
TARY RETIREES

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise the incredible people of
Oklahoma City and the wonderful com-
munity they’re building for our retired
military veterans.
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A recent study conducted in 379 cities
nationwide by USAA and Military.com
ranked Oklahoma City as the number
one city for a second career for mili-
tary retirees. Oklahoma City’s econ-
omy is boosted by a great combination
of veteran-owned businesses, defense
contracting companies, Federal work-
ers, and Tinker Air Force Base.

This study simply proves what OKkla-
homans already know: Oklahoma is a
great place to live and to work. Okla-
homa City has one of the lowest unem-
ployment rates in the Nation and one
of the highest work ethics. Oklahoma
City is a great place to raise a family,
start a new career or retire.

The vets who have chosen to live in
Oklahoma City are hardworking indi-
viduals with great skills, a great work
ethic, and a love for our country. Mili-
tary retirees make long-lasting con-
tributions within their communities,
and they’re vital to our State’s suc-
cess.

My message to veterans across the
Nation who want to start a new busi-
ness or new career or find a new com-
munity that honors vets for their serv-
ice, you’re welcome to join us in Okla-
homa City.

————

LOOMING CRISIS FOR OUR
SENIORS

(Ms. BUERKLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
call attention to a looming crisis for
our seniors. We are facing the very real
prospect of millions of Americans los-
ing their access to health care pro-
viders because of reductions in Medi-
care payments to physicians due to the
flawed Sustainable Growth Rate, SGR,
formula.

Mr. Speaker, on January 1, 2011, the
SGR formula will trigger a 27.4 percent
pay cut across the board for Medicare
physician services. According to the
AMA, in my home State of New York,
Mr. Speaker, the cut will amount to
$28,000 per physician. That loss makes
it harder for physicians to pay for of-
fice staff, space, and equipment, which
translates, Mr. Speaker, to decreased
access to care for many patients.

Many physicians have indicated that
they will no longer accept Medicare pa-
tients. Our seniors, Mr. Speaker, rely
on Medicare, which they have paid into
and has been there for them.

Mr. Speaker, doctors want to provide
care to our seniors, and we cannot
allow Medicare payment cuts to pre-
vent doctors from serving all of their
patients. Our doctors deserve better.
Our seniors deserve better.

————
MEDICARE

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, 10,000 older
Americans are entering the Medicare
system every day, so access to quality
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physicians is more important than
ever. The sad fact is we are not paying
our Medicare providers enough to keep
their doors open, much less accept new
patients.

In usual Washington fashion, past
Congresses have kicked the can down
the road; and if we don’t act before the
end of the year, physicians will face a
27 percent cut in their Medicare reim-
bursement.

We need to come together and find a
better method to pay our Medicare
physicians for the long term and in-
clude it in a properly thought-out
health care reform. If we continue to
allow these flawed policies, Medicare
patients will suffer, and we owe our
seniors better.

Our seniors were made promises by
those that came before us serving you
today, and I'm here to tell you that we
will keep those promises. Taking up
this important fix to health care before
it’s too late will allow us to continue
to be the best Nation, a healthy Nation
that we can be proud to leave our chil-
dren and our grandchildren.

———
O 1230

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 10, REGULATIONS FROM
THE EXECUTIVE IN NEED OF
SCRUTINY ACT OF 2011, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 479 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 479

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 10) to amend
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, to
provide that major rules of the executive
branch shall have no force or effect unless a
joint resolution of approval is enacted into
law. The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Judiciary.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary now printed in the
bill, the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Rules now printed in the bill, modified by
the amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, shall be considered
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as the original bill for
the purpose of further amendment under the
five-minute rule and shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed in part
B of the report of the Committee on Rules.
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Each such amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in the report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the
House with such further amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During any recess or adjournment
of not more than three days, if in the opinion
of the Speaker the public interest so war-
rants, then the Speaker or his designee, after
consultation with the Minority Leader, may
reconvene the House at a time other than
that previously appointed, within the limits
of clause 4, section 5, article I of the Con-
stitution, and notify Members accordingly.

SEC. 3. Clause 3 of rule XXIX shall apply to
the availability requirements for a con-
ference report and the accompanying joint
statement under clause 8(a)(1) of rule XXII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, for the
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of this rule, H. Res.
479. H. Res. 479 provides for a struc-
tured rule so that the House may con-
sider H.R. 10, the Regulations from the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act.

The rule gives the House the oppor-
tunity to debate a wide array of impor-
tant, germane amendments offered by
Members from both sides of the aisle.
Better known as the REINS Act, the
underlying legislation is a pivotal bill
that would change the very way Wash-
ington does business.

The REINS Act takes a step back and
looks at our current regulatory proc-
ess, where Congress passes broad, gen-
eral laws and then lets the executive
branch interpret and regulate them
however they see fit. H.R. 10 brings us
back to the vision that our Founding
Fathers had for this Nation and for the
institution of Congress. It would en-
sure that our three branches are co-
equals, the way they were designed to
be. H.R. 10 would hold Congress ac-
countable for setting America’s regu-
latory policies. It makes Congress do
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the work that our Founders intended
this institution, the first branch, to do:
to regulate.

Mr. Speaker, I know that regulations
have been a buzz word up here in Con-
gress recently, and I think it has be-
come so popular, so frequently dis-
cussed because people within the Wash-
ington Beltway are finally starting to
wake up to the fact that those in my
home State of Florida have been tell-
ing me since before I ever came here:
that regulations matter. The govern-
ment can’t really do much to actually
create jobs or to physically put people
back to work. We might wish it were
s0, but we don’t have the magic job for-
mulas on either side of the aisle that
we can use to suddenly create millions
of jobs for the nearly 9 percent of
Americans who are currently out of
work. What we can do is create an en-
vironment where real job creators—
small businesses and private compa-
nies—can gain access to capital and op-
erate with as much regulatory cer-
tainty as possible.

Unfortunately, it’s hard to create
such an environment when the execu-
tive branch is constantly churning out
one major regulation after another. Ac-
cording to the Congressional Research
Service, during his first 2 years in of-
fice, Federal agencies under the leader-
ship of the Obama administration pub-
lished over 175 major rules. These regu-
lations impose tens of billions of dol-
lars annually on our economy and on
consumers. This is on top of the con-
tinuing burden of redtape that we are
already up against, which the Small
Business Administration estimates to
cost $1.756 trillion—$1.75 trillion—year-
ly.

The Federal Register is sort of like
the daily newspaper of the Federal
Government. It holds all Federal agen-
cy regulations, proposed rules and pub-
lic notices, Executive orders, procla-
mations, and other Presidential docu-
ments.

According to the National Archives’
Web site, you should read the Federal
Register if, among other things, your
business is regulated by the Federal
Government; if you’re an attorney; if
your organization attends public hear-
ings; if you apply for grants; if you’'re
concerned with government actions
that affect the environment, health
care, financial services, exports, edu-
cation, and other major policy issues.
Reading this recommendation, it
sounds to me like they’re saying if
you’re an active and informed member
of the American public, you need to
know what’s in the Federal Register.

What they don’t mention is that the
complete Federal Register is 72,820
pages long. That’s over 145 reams of
paper that contain regulations. To help
put it in perspective, that’s 725 pounds
of paper. And for my Floridian friends,
that’s about three Josh Freemans, the
quarterback for the Tampa Bay Bucs.

Within these 73,000 pages of regula-
tions are regulations that result in 120
million hours of paperwork burdens for
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United States businesses every year.
The 2011 Federal Register, the rules
that are contained within, cost Amer-
ican employers $93 billion in compli-
ance costs, which equals about 1.8 mil-
lion jobs.

Think about everything that job cre-
ators could do instead of spending hun-
dreds of millions of hours filling out
paperwork for the Federal Govern-
ment, all of the jobs that could be cre-
ated if they weren’t spending money
complying with regulations that Con-
gress hasn’t even put on them, but reg-
ulatory agencies have.

H.R. 10 really does ‘‘rein’ in these
burdens. Instead of letting the White
House decide what the regulations
should be, only allowing Congress to
disapprove an executive’s action, H.R.
10 flips the current system on its head.
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The REINS Act says if the executive
branch wants to impose a major rule, a
rule that’s going to cost $100 million or
more, then Congress, this body, needs
to approve that rule before it has the
force of law.

In 2010, according to the Congres-
sional Research Service, executive
agencies published over 100 major
rules. These basically are rules that
went into effect simply because the
President said it was so. The REINS
Act says: no more.

Now, once the executive branch